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Subject: Configuration files

Lesson #1 – How to use config files

Topics Covered:

· What is a config.pro file
· What is a config.win file
· What is a color.map file
· How to properly load the configuration files
Tutorial Guidelines
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How to Read This Tutorial

Below is a quick outline of how to read our tutorials most effectively.  Below each item is an example of how it might be used throughout this document.

All menu picks in Pro/ENGINEER are designated by #this text.

· PART menu: #Feature, #Create, #Datum, #Plane, #Default.
Explanation or comments about what you are doing are noted by this text 

** To begin, we will create a new part with default datum planes **
Any file selection is noted by <this text>
· FILE menu:  #Open, Name: <handle>, #OK.

Any input into Pro/ENGINEER will be displayed with [this text].
· FILE menu:  #New, Name: [surf_1], #OK.


I. INTRODUCTION:

What is a Config.pro file?


A Config.pro file is actually just a text file that Pro/ENGINEER will use to determine what type of configurations you want to use when you operate the software.  Due to the complexity and wide range of possible options that you can have when using Pro/E, they have allowed for you to set exactly the type of configuration you want.  One example may be the display options that you want when Pro/E starts.  You may prefer to have Pro/E start off with the bell turned off, datum planes turned on, and the background color to be black.  Another example may be what entities you want in an IGES file when you export it.

What is a Config.win file?


The Config.win file is new to R20 and this file keeps track of how you want your screen customized.  If you have special mapkey icons or have the toolbars set to the left of the screen, the config.win file holds this information so every time you start Pro/E, the screen will be displayed the way you want.

What is a Color.map file?


The Color.map file is what Pro/E uses to determine what colors you want to use for different parts, surfaces, assemblies, etc.  If you do not use a color.map file, you can still change the color of the parts, but you must create the colors each time you start up Pro/E again.  It is much easier to create this file once and use it every time, or better yet, use the ones that are supplied in this zipped file and you will have all the colors you will ever need!

Where should I put these files?

To use these files every time you launch Pro/E, you should place them in your [load-point]\text directory. Example, if you Pro/E was installed on your C: drive under the \ptc\proe2000i folder, you should place them in C:\ptc\proe2000i\text directory.  Doing this, you can start Pro/E from any directory and your configs will be loaded automatically.


If, however, you do not want to place them in that directory because you already have one you like or your system administrator does not want you to, you can either place them in your startup directory, or load them up when Pro/E has already been started!

What do the 3 different lessons teach?


The first lesson shows how to use config files from the startup directory.  These files were created for R20, but will also work with R2000i.  The second example demonstrates how to use config files from the [load-point]\text directory.  These were also created in R20, but work with R2000I as well.


The third lesson explains how to load the config files from a live session of Pro/E.  These files were created for R2000I and will, to some extent, work in R20.  However not all of the mapkeys work correctly and the customized icons will not appear in R20.

II. Tutorial Lesson

USING THE FIRST CONFIG FILES (R20) FROM STARTUP DIRECTORY
** We are going to assume that you cannot place your configs in the [load-point]\text directory, so we will load all of these files from your startup directory **

In windows explorer, create a new folder called config_1 on your C: drive (Ex. C:\config_1).  Now extract the following files and place them in this directory.

· Config.pro.1

· Config.win.1

· Color.map.1

Next, change the startup directory of Pro/E to this new directory by right clicking on the Pro/E desktop icon and selecting properties, see the following image.


Now double click on the icon to launch Pro/E.  This will automatically load the 3 files into Pro/E.  Keep in mind, if you have a config file already in your [load-point]\text directory, these files will be appended to the ones in that directory.

USING THE SECOND CONFIG FILES (R20) FROM TEXT DIRECTORY
** This lesson demonstrates how to use the config files from your [load-point]\text directory **

Open windows explorer and navigate to where Pro/E was installed.  Find the \text directory under the load-point of Pro/E.  Extract the following files and place them in that directory:

· Config.pro.2

· Config.win.2

· Color.map.2

Now, determine where Pro/E starts from and remove any config files that might be placed in that directory.  This is so that you will only see the options that come from these config files.

That’s it!  Launch Pro/E and you should be able to see the options that these config files gave you….

USING THE THIRD CONFIG FILES (R2000i) – MANUAL LOAD
** We will now see how to manually load the config files. **

In windows explorer, create a new folder called config_3 on your C: drive (Ex. C:\config_3).  Now extract the following files and place them in this directory.

· Config.pro.3

· Config.win.3

· Color.map.3

Now launch Pro/E from wherever you normally start the program.

In Pro/E select #File, #Working Directory, navigate to C:\config_3 and select #OK.

** First load the config.pro file in **

From the #Utilities pull-down menu at the top:  #Preferences, #Load Config, #Load
** Now that the config.pro file is loaded, lets load the config.win so the screen is correctly customized **

From the #Utilities pull-down menu at the top: #Customize Screen, #File, #Open Settings, #Open, #OK

** You should now have a fully customized screen that looks like the following image.  Take some time to see what all of the customized icons do.  This type of configuration can really increase your productivity if used correctly!  If you have any problems, make sure you read the next section on troubleshooting… **


Customized Icons…

III. Troubleshooting

Below is a list of troubleshooting tips in case you have any problems with getting the correct config files over…

· Make sure you remove any other config files from the directory that you are copying the new files over too.  If you leave the old config files in that directory, make sure that the new ones you place in that directory have the highest numbered extension to them. 

· Once you have the config files that you want, remove all the other ones and rename them all so they don’t have a numbered extension (Ex. Config.pro.4 – change to config.pro).  This makes it easier to remember which one is your master file.

· If you have problems getting some of the config.pro file setting over, check with your system admin to see if he is using a config.sup file.  This file will allow administrators to regulate what settings you can change so that they can enforce company standards.

· Some companies will create a batch file that copies their standard config files into your [load-point]\text directory every time you launch Pro/E.  If this is the case, check with your admin to see if you can launch Pro/E without that batch file.

· Experiment with different situations…sometimes it just takes a little bit of elbow grease before you get the correct set-up…

IV. Summary


After completing the above tutorial, you should now feel comfortable with the following topics:

· What is a config.pro file used for

· What is a config.win file used for

· What is a color.map file used for

· How to properly load your config files

· Ways to troubleshoot config file installation

· Keep in mind, these are just sample config files.  Use these as a template to create new files or learn how to install them.  Once you have mastered the installation procedure, make sure you review the next tutorial on this series that explains in more detail what the different config file options mean…
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